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Between the Rows 

With the 2009 crop now com-

plete, we have assembled book-

lets for each of our landowners.  

These booklets were designed 

to give each landowner specific 

information for each of their 

fields.  Included in these book-

lets you will find aerial, soils, 

topography and yield maps 

along with yield information and 

a fertilizer application page.   

 

This is our second year to pro-

vide these booklets to our land-

owner and they have been well 

received.  If you have any com-

ments or questions about them, 

please do not hesitate to call.   

 

This is just another way for us to 

demonstrate the care that we 

give to each individualized field, 

as well as the overall stewardship 

we strive to provide to the land 

that we are fortunate enough to 

farm.   

 

We appreciate the opportunity 

to farm  land from our current 

landowners and look forward to 

any future opportunities that 

may arise.  

 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Mike Green 

We are fortunate to be through 

another successful year and I 

am thankful to have my family 

active in our operation.  My 

sons will now have a year to 

talk about with their children, 

òremember 2009?ó  We had 

good yields, no major prob-

lems, good help and some fun!   

 

This was our most expensive 

crop to put in and it was also 

the most expensive to take out.   

I have talked with other associ-

ates around the Midwest  and 

we all tell the same story, 

sounds as if we are all 

neighbors!  It appeared at 

times we should wait on the 

weather, but in retrospect, we 

are glad we were able to forge 

ahead.   

 

We are now just finalizing our 

cleanup and storage of the 

equipment for the winter in the 

shop and preparing for the 

2010 crop year in the office. 

 

I feel that spring will arrive 

early here in our part  of the 

country  and that mother na-

ture will be kind to us in the 

coming  year. 

 

  Best wishes for 2010!           -        

 -Michael D. Green 

òThere are no secrets to success.  

It is the result of preparation, 

hard work and learning from 

failure.ó  Colin Powell 

Landowner Booklets 



We are proud to introduce you to Jeff Ly-

ons.  Jeff has been employed at Heritage 

Family Farms since April 2008.   

 

Jeff is married to Randi  and they have a 

baby son named Brandon who is now one 

year old.  According to Jeff, he is an ornery 

little guy, but he is definitely the cutest!! 

 

They live on Jeffõs family farm in rural Ar-

cola.  They like to spend time as a family 

hanging out with their extended family and 

watching movies.   

Jeff ôs responsibilities at the farm  include 

maintenance and operations, however he 

specializes in technology.  He enjoys work-

ing with the latest technology in agriculture 

and he feels that at HFF he is able to stay 

up to date.  Running the planter in the 

spring is one of Jeffõs favorite jobs around 

the farm. 

 

He went to Parkland Community 

College and ITT with an emphasis 

on auto collision repair and com-

puter networking.   

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2  Welcome  Vo lume 1 ,  I ssue 2  

Floating Through Harvest 2009 

Spotlight on Jeff Lyons 

Randi, Jeff and  

Brandon Lyons 

Oh what a challenging year this has proven 

to be.  Harvest started off about two weeks 

later than the average year.  The cool sum-

mer didnõt allow enough heat units to ma-

ture the corn to produce a timely harvest. 

 

Once we did get rolling, the corn was 27-30 

percent moisture creating a bottle neck at 

the dryer.  We are fortune to have drying 

capacity that  allowed us to continue harvest-

ing while the dryer dried the corn. 

 

Early in the harvest season, the weather 

seemed to give us two to three days to har-

vest  and then a rain event would come 

through and keep us out of the field for a 

few days.  

 

Eventually the breaks in weather permitted 

us to get most of the grain in the bins and 

then the end of harvest proved to be difficult 

too. Just as it was difficult to get  the crop 

planted this spring, because of wet condi-

tions, the wet conditions prevailed.  We 

continued to get excessive rains and the later 

we got on the calendar the more it was ap-

parent that the conditions were not going to 

improve and we were going to need to take 

some steps to get the rest  of the crop out  of 

the field.   

 

We took off our twelve row heads and 

rented some eight row heads in order to 

lighten up the combines.  Additionally, we 

purchased floater tires for each combine to 

improve our floatation.  This allowed us to 

forge on getting the crop harvested.  Our last 

day of harvest for 2009 was December 5th.  

This was just ahead of the high winds that 

came through our area on December 9th! 

We worked extremely hard this year and 

put in many overtime hours in order to get 

our chisel plowing completed.  Again, the 

weather was not working in our favor, as we 

could not work the hours we wanted.  The 

ground had to be solid enough to carry the 

chisel plows. When we finally finished up 

plowing on December 22nd we were elated!   

We narrowly completed harvest before 

Christmas!  

 

It is our privilege to have a fantastic crew that 

worked harvest this year.  We could not be 

happier with the dedication and determina-

tion they had to get the job done!  Thanks to 

everyone, along with mother nature, we have 

a great story to tell in the years to 

comeé.óback in ô09é..ó 

 



Arthur United 

 Methodist Church 

Youth Program 

Annual Walnut Gathering 

2009 
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More Than Corn Growing on Our Farm 

Weõre All Nuts for Walnuts 
In 1992, Mike and Jerelyn 

Green planted 140 fast-growing 

hybrid walnut trees on  a one 

acre plot  located on the home 

farm.  These trees are a crop 

being grown for their beautiful 

rich veneer. When the trees 

were first planted they were 

grafted  and put into  milk car-

tons and then planted using a 

grid system to ensure adequate 

spacing for the trees to grow.   

 

At that time, due to the small 

size of the trees, blue spruce 

trees were planted between the 

walnut trees.  These blue 

spruce trees were replanted in 

various locations around the 

farm as the walnut trees grew. 

The walnut trees will be mature 

and ready for harvest after ap-

proximately 25 years.   

 

Every other year, the trees pro-

duce walnuts in abundance.  

We sell the walnuts back to a 

company in Indiana, who in 

turn ships them overseas.  They 

use the nuts to plant more of  

the hybrid trees.  

 

On our farm, we do all of the 

picking up of the walnuts by 

hand and this has begun to be 

quite a large job!  Jerelyn had 

the idea to offer the walnut har-

vesting to our churchõs youth 

group as a service project/fund 

raiser.   

 

The youth kids, ranging in age 

from 5th grade to Senior High, 

along with some littler helpers 

descend upon the farm for a 

morning of walnut gathering 

and fun.  The morning is 

topped off by a warm cup of 

hot cocoa in the farm office.   

The church is thankful for the 

fund raising project and we are 

very thankful for all of the 

hands that help get our walnut 

grove cleaned up! 

 

 Madison 

(Cory & Leeõs 

daughter) 

 

The Green kids 

Cory and Lee 

Makenna (9) 

loves to ride 

horses. 

Jerelyn & Mike 

Justin & Jace (6) 

catch a fish in 

Canada 

Justin, Monica 

Makenna & Jace 



From our family to yours...  

2009 going, going, gone 

Have a wonderful 2010 

Phone:  217-543-2202 

Fax: 217-543-2728 

E-mail: info@heritage-familyfarms.com 

 

Our family is always interested in op-

portunities to expand our business.  

Please contact Justin Green at 217-493-

5576  (cell) or 217-543-2202 (office).  

Or  justin@heritage-familyfarms.com 

     4 80 N CR 250 E 

       Arthur, Il 61911 

Heritage Family Farms 


